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KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES                   
                      LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING                  
         Monday, March 26, 2012                                   

The Kentucky Association of Counties (KACo) Legislative Committee met Monday, March 26, 2012, at 400 Englewood Drive, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Affiliate Membership present: 
Hon. John Wilson, Garrard County Judge/Executive, President, KACo

Kentucky Magistrates & Commissioners Association: Richard Tanner, Executive Director; Sam Crawford, Lobbyist
Kentucky County Judge/Executives Association: Vince Lang, Executive Director
Kentucky Circuit Court Clerks Association: Hon. David Nicholson, Jefferson Circuit Court Clerk
Kentucky Jailers Association: Brad McLean, Lobbyist
Kentucky Sheriff’s Association: Jerry Wagner, Executive Director

Kentucky PVA Association: Mack Bushart, Executive Director
Kentucky County Attorneys Association: Hon. Marc Robbins, Madison County Attorney
KACo staff present:  Denny Nunnelley, Executive Director; Shellie Hampton, Director of Governmental Relations; Hon. Tim Sturgill, General Counsel; Hon. Rich Ornstein, Staff Attorney; Roger Recktenwald, Director of Research & Planning; Carolyn Jones, Chief Financial Officer; Ellen Williams, KACo Contract Lobbyist; Renee Craddock, KACo Contract Lobbyist; Scott Martin, Director of Member Services; and Vicki Pettus, Legislative & Research Assistant.

Chairman John Wilson called the meeting to order at 10:44 a.m.  The roll was called and, with a quorum being present, the committee was duly constituted to conduct business.

Motion made by Vince Lang, seconded by Mack Bushart, to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2012, meeting as presented.  Motion carried.


New Business:  Shellie Hampton updated members on the status of several previously reviewed bills, specifically noting the following:   
HB 265 (budget bill) – a summary of the Proposed Senate Substitute to the Executive Branch Budget was given to members.  Ms. Hampton reported that the Free Conference Committee on the bill began meeting this morning.  
HB 215 (relating to electrical inspections) – Amendments to the original bill, which was supported by the Committee, include the creation of a Task Force on Electrical Inspection and Licensure that will study and make recommendations by December 2012 on any legislative changes needed. 

HB 325/HB 360 (dealing with 9-1-1 funding) – Ms. Hampton reported that both of these bills are virtually dead this session. This issue will be worked on again over the interim.  
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HB 437 (relating to constables) – Ms. Hampton stated that the bill has advanced further this session than any other year’s attempts.  This bill received a House committee substitute, which kept the original home rule provision to allow each fiscal court to decide the duties of their constables, but would preclude the removal of authority of constables to issue citations for nonmoving motor vehicle violations.  

HB 499 (dealing with tax amnesty, unmined minerals tax, etc.) – Members voiced concerns about the bill, which was originally supported by the Committee but which has been changed through Senate floor amendments to include language that would cost counties revenues received from unmined minerals severance tax.  Vince Lang stated that, because of these changes, there is no consensus on how the limestone language actually affects state or county revenues, and the new provisions need to be studied more.  A motion was made by Richard Tanner, and seconded by Vince Lang, to change the Committee’s position from “support” to “under review.”  The motion carried.
Other Business:  
Regarding remaining affiliate issues:

· Mr. Richard Tanner stated that he hoped the 9-1-1 issue would be revisited in the next regular session of the General Assembly.  

· Mr. John Wilson stated, and several members agreed, that even if legislation fails this session, the constable issue “is moving in the right direction.” 
Mr. Wilson stated that this would be the last meeting of the Legislative Committee for the 2012 Regular Session.  He thanked the affiliate members for their support during his tenure as Chair. 

A motion was made by Marc Robbins, and seconded by David Nicholson, to adjourn the meeting at 11:33 a.m.  The motion carried.

Minutes taken by:  ____________________    


                                  Vicki M. Pettus

______________________________

                               




Chairman John Wilson

______________________________
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